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State’s Burns Visits Beijing for Discussions on Crucial 

Issues 

 
Washington — Deputy Secretary of State William Burns 
visited Beijing October 27–29 to review mutual priorities 
with top Chinese officials for upcoming international 
meetings and to discuss major bilateral, regional and 
global issues. 
 
A statement from Richard Buangan, press spokesman for 
the U.S. Embassy in Beijing, said the discussions were 
―constructive.‖ 
 
The talks included planning for three major international 
meetings. First up is the Group of 20 (G20) Summit of 
leaders of the world’s major advanced and emerging 
economies. This meeting will be held in Cannes, France, 
November 3–4. Next is the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) Leaders Meeting, which President 
Obama will host in Honolulu on November 12–13. 
Leaders of APEC’s 21 member economies are expected to 
attend. This event will be followed by the East Asia 
Summit, hosted by Indonesia, November 19 in Bali. The 
United States and Russia formally will join the East Asia 
Summit group as members at the Bali meeting. 
 
In the meetings with Chinese officials, Burns 
―underscored the importance of efforts by both the United 
States and China to promote global economic recovery 
and balanced growth, and to enhance security, stability 
and growth in Asia,‖ according to the statement on the 
U.S. Embassy-Beijing website. 
 
Prior to visiting Beijing, Burns discussed U.S.-China 
relations October 24 in a major speech at Texas A&M 
University, where he said the United States’ increased 
engagement in these multilateral forums provides 
―additional opportunities for the United States and China 
to work together.‖ 
 
Burns and Chinese officials also exchanged views on 
common regional and international issues the two nations 
face, including Afghanistan, North Korea, Iran and recent 
events in the Middle East, according to the embassy. 
 
The two sides also discussed the South China Sea and 
human rights, the embassy said. Burns and his Chinese 
counterparts ―agreed on the importance to our two 
countries of maintaining positive bilateral relations, while 
also addressing ways in which the United States and 
China could build strategic trust and avoid 
misunderstandings and misperceptions,‖ the embassy 
statement said. 
 
In his speech at Texas A&M, Burns said of the U.S.-China 
relationship, ―No single relationship is likely to matter 

more to either of us in the decades ahead, or to the future 
of international order.‖  
 
―A healthy U.S.-China relationship is central to our vision 
for the future of the Pacific region and the global 
economy. Trust and understanding between our nations 
will be essential to America’s security and prosperity and 
to China’s as it seeks to play a greater role in world 
affairs,‖ Burns said. 
 
In his visit to Beijing, Burns was accompanied by National 
Security Council Senior Director for Asian Affairs Daniel 
Russel and Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for East 
Asian Affairs Kin Moy. He met with State Councilor Dai 
Bingguo, Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi, Director of the 
International Department of the Central Committee of the 
Chinese Communist Party Minister Wang Jiarui, 
Executive Vice Foreign Minister Zhang Zhijun, Vice 
Foreign Minister Cui Tiankai, and PLA Deputy Chief of 
the General Staff General Ma Xiaotian. 

U.S., Trans-Pacific Partners Make Progress in Trade 

Talks 

By MacKenzie C. Babb | Staff Writer  
 
Washington — The United States has taken important 
steps to enhance trade, create jobs and support the global 
economic recovery at the ninth round of Trans-Pacific 
Partnership negotiations held in Lima, Peru. 
 
―During this round, negotiators built upon progress made 
in previous rounds and pressed forward toward the goal 
of reaching the broad outlines of an ambitious, jobs-
focused agreement by the Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation leaders’ meeting in Honolulu next month,‖ 
U.S. Trade Representative Ron Kirk’s office said in an 
October 28 statement. At the November APEC Forum 
meeting, President Obama and his counterparts from the 
other Trans-Pacific Partnership members will ―take stock 
of progress to date and discuss next steps.‖ 
 
Kirk’s office said the negotiators made headway toward 
developing the legal texts of the agreement, ―as well as on 
the cross-cutting issues of small- and medium-sized 
enterprises, regulatory coherence, competitiveness and 
development.‖ It added that with further domestic 
consultation on outstanding issues, the partners will soon 
move toward closure on a number of chapters. 
 
The Trans-Pacific Partnership, created in 2006 by 
Singapore, New Zealand and Chile, seeks to open trade in 
the Asia-Pacific area to support new jobs, strengthen 
regional relations and eventually create a free-trade area. 
It sets modern trade standards, including ensuring 
worker rights and protecting the environment. 
 
The nine member countries continued to make progress 
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on negotiating packages for better access to each other’s 
markets, Kirk’s office said. The statement added that in 
addition to meeting collectively, the United States and its 
partners met bilaterally ―to advance discussions of these 
elements of the negotiations‖ in their work toward an 
―ambitious market-access outcome.‖ 
 
Nearly 200 stakeholder groups representing business, 
labor, academic groups and the public were present 
during the negotiations, and many made individual 
presentations to TPP delegates. Negotiators at the 
meeting represented each of the partner countries: 
Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Chile, Malaysia, New 
Zealand, Peru, Singapore, Vietnam and the United States. 
 
The negotiating teams are returning to their respective 
capitals to update their government leaders on the 
outcomes of their work, in preparation for assessment at 
the November 12–13 APEC Forum. 
 

U.S. Relief Arriving to Help Turkish Earthquake 

Survivors 

By Stephen Kaufman | Staff Writer  
 
Washington — In response to the Turkish government’s 
appeal for international assistance following the 
earthquake that devastated eastern Turkey, the Obama 
administration has announced it is providing both 
funding and relief supplies to Turkish authorities. 
 
A Pentagon spokesman said October 28 that the U.S. 
European Command, headquartered in Germany, had 
begun airlifting blankets, cots, sleeping bags, hygiene kits 
and other relief supplies. According to press reports, the 
first of eight cargo planes carrying the relief supplies 
arrived in the eastern province of Van on October 30. 
 
The massive quake, measuring 7.2, struck Van province 
October 23. The disaster has reportedly killed at least 601 
people and injured at least 4,100. 
 
State Department spokeswoman Victoria Nuland said 
October 31 that the Obama administration has provided 
$300,000 in humanitarian assistance through the Turkish 
Red Crescent and other Turkish aid authorities. 
 
She said the U.S. Agency for International Development 
(USAID) is working with the Turkish Red Crescent and 
other nongovernmental organizations to ensure that the 
$300,000 is being used ―to the best advantage.‖ 
 
(This is a product of the Bureau of International 
Information Programs, U.S. Department of State. Web 
site: http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov) 

 

 


